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Welcome to the latest edition of my Community News.  

In this edition of my Community News, you will find details of recent events I 
have attended as well as details of the work of local and national organisations 

I am supportive of. 

You can also find useful information on my website at Alan Campbell MP or 
at; 

Facebook 

I continue to write my fortnightly column for the News Guardian, you can 
access these on my website at News Guardian Articles - Alan Campbell MP for 

Tynemouth 

Best wishes 

Alan Campbell MP, Tynemouth 

 

  

Operation Coast Watch Hub Opens  

http://www.alancampbellmp.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/AlanCampbellForTynemouth/?eid=ARCt_uybFykBHP9Ze74JblWM5zGUiDhFgl8FizrUZK7Zmr1vijlCM68TFl_cGhOnsm_TvNnVuiYMhiLm
https://www.alancampbellmp.co.uk/category/articles/
https://www.alancampbellmp.co.uk/category/articles/


 

It was really good to meet Coast Watch Police Officers and council staff involved in the 
new Coast Watch Hub in Tynemouth. The new hub will be a visible presence for officers 

and be a source of help and information for visitors. 

I was able to see at first hand with senior officers the importance of Coast Watch in 
tackling anti social behaviour at the coast and to find out about targeted days of action to 

make sure the resources are there to reassure residents and businesses. 

It is great that people want to come to visit our coast but also important to emphasise that 
we expect them to behave when they do so. 

Sir Neville Trotter 



 

I was saddened to hear of the passing of Sir Neville Trotter. He served the people of 

Tynemouth as their MP for more than twenty years and was well respected in 

parliament particularly for his work on defence. Of course we had our political 

differences but he was always courteous and supportive to me. I send his wife and 

daughter my deepest condolences. 

Meeting with the Chief Constable 

 

I recently met with Northumbria Police's Chief Constable Vanessa Jardine to raise a 

number of policing matters on behalf of constituents. 

 We discussed the importance of Operation Coast Watch and how much residents 

value having enough police officers at the coast particularly at peak times to tackle 



anti-social behaviour. We also discussed whether the police and local authority have 

the legislative tools they need to respond. 

We also talked about retail crime after a number of shop thefts in the area and how 

this is a priority for Northumbria Police. Shoplifting is a crime for which we all pay a 

price and tackling it requires a strong response from the police and local businesses 

both to stop the thefts but also deal with the market in stolen goods. 

Visit to Percy Main Primary School  

 

It was good to visit Percy Main Primary School recently to discuss Pride in Place with 

parents and residents.  The students gave an excellent presentation about what they 

think would make their local are a better place to live.  We shouldn't forget that the 

legacy of a project like Pride in Place will be felt most of all by the children in 

primary school now. 

Visit to Forfusion  



 

I was honoured to visit Forfusion's North Tyneside Headquarters today to meet 

veterans and service leavers taking part in the company's award-winning Civilian 

Work Attachment (CWA) programme, following their recent King's Award for 

Enterprise in Promoting Opportunity. 

Launched in 2018, the Civilian Work Attachment programme provides workplace 

experience, mentoring and career support for Armed Forces personnel preparing to 

leave military service. More than 60% of participants have secured employment either 

directly with Forfusion or through its wider partner network. 

I met programme mentors, current participants and veterans who have successfully 

built careers following military service. 

 

I was pleased to thank the veterans I met for their service but also the contribution I 

know they are going to make to our community. 

If employers want to find out more please visit Contact | Forfusion 

Armed Forces Day 

https://www.forfusion.com/contact


 

Every Armed Forces Day, our community comes together to thank those who serve 

and have served in our armed forces. 

It is a time to reflect on the courage, resilience and sacrifice shown by veterans, 

serving personnel, and their families. 

 

I was honoured to attend an event at the Cenotaph in Whitley Bay where we rightly 

paid tribute to current and former veterans.  My thanks go to the Whitley Bay, North 

Shields and District Royal British Legion for organising the event. 

Cullercoats Watch House renovations 



 

The Watch House at Cullercoats dates back to the mid 19th century and the building is 

an important part of Cullercoats's heritage. 

Local volunteers are doing a great job in restoring the building and I went along to 

meet Danny Humphreys who is heading up the restoration. 

The work is due to be completed later this year and will mean a multiuse space for the 

local community and a restored facility of which we can all be rightly proud. 

Pride in Place residents selected 

 

Myself and Dame Norma Redfearn were pleased to welcome local residents from 

North Shields and Percy Main who have been selected to represent their area as 

members of the Pride in Place Board. 



 

This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity for the area to bring long lasting change. 

Pride in Place is a major initiative set up by the Government to regenerate 

neighbourhoods across the country and give local people more say over the future of 

their area. 

To make it happen, Percy Main and surrounding areas are getting £20m in funding 

over the next 10 years. 

It was fantastic to meet the local residents who will make up the majority of the board 

and who I thank for their commitment to making their area a better place. 

Phoenix Detached Youth Project 

 

As part of the Pride in Place programme it's really important that we get the views of 

everyone in the community.  

That's why it was so important to visit the Phoenix Detached Youth Project to speak 

to local teenagers about what they think would make their area a better place to grow 

up in.  



 

My thanks to everyone who took part and I look forward to local young people 

playing a big part in shaping the plans for the area. 

Christ Church Primary School 

 

I was interested to hear that over the past few weeks Year 6 at Christ Church Primary 

have been looking at the proposed social media ban for under 16's. 

They invited me along to listen to their views and I was impressed with their 

insightful thoughts and opinions. They also gave me copies of letters they had written 

to me to give me their views and I have promised to send them on the the 

Government. This decision will obviously have a big impact on how social media is 

used in the future. 

Parliament Teacher Ambassador Programme  



 

A big congratulations to Marden High Teacher, Ms Lees who was recently selected to 

attend the UK Parliament Teacher Ambassador Programme at Speaker's House in the 

House of Commons.  

Ms Lees was one of only 65 Teacher Ambassadors selected and is a significant 

achievement and a reflection of her commitment to supporting young people’s 

understanding of democracy and civic life.  

I would also like to congratulate another of my constituent's Ms Nash of Hareside 

School in Cramlington who was also selected.  

 

I was very proud to see teachers from our area taking part in such an important 

national initiative and I wish them both every success. 

Places of Worship Renewal Fund 

 



I am delighted that having made representations on behalf of local churches and faith 

groups, Historic England has opened two funds for applications - Places of Worship 

Renewal Fund and Heritage At Risk Capital Fund. 

The Places of Worship Renewal Fund is a new £92 million programme supporting the 

repair of listed places of worship across England and targeted at areas in most need. 

Delivered by Historic England and funded by the Department for Culture, Media and 

Sport, the fund will run over four years to March 2030.  

The fund is open to all faiths and denominations, and places of worship do not need to 

be on the Heritage at Risk Register to apply.  

Find out more about both schemes at: 

https://historicengland.org.uk/.../places-of-worship.../ 

https://historicengland.org.uk/.../heritage-at-risk.../ 

School Meal Eligibility 

 

From September 2026 every child whose family receives Universal Credit can get free 

school meals.     

If you receive Universal Credit but haven't claimed before, your child is now eligible. 

Claim from 1 June for the start of September.   

Find out more at:  Free school meals: guidance for schools and local authorities - 

GOV.UK 

Carers Week 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/grants/what-we-fund/places-of-worship-renewal-fund/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeWRiYVhhUjF6SVFBN0VJS3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5dubj23Oix-sBMCAtY484gONcof5dbJj6yIJvY0VTk4j5HIy_B47Rer06BOA_aem_o8frac7CGXRyGJzg-iPaWg
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/grants/what-we-fund/heritage-at-risk-capital-fund/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeWRiYVhhUjF6SVFBN0VJS3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7SL1Zd1s2vJXOXHOMkuLQ1AnDFroGK8PRFkGg-WaEFzmFfDkG7H89hnZxGJg_aem_L7hn3of_cvPxdVZZH8WCKQ
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities?fbclid=IwY2xjawSzOEtleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeYenZZcaG13z25nPn94Dv2tl-daatvX8z3VoylKUFVNhXCj2zbFUyWYVbquU_aem_Umb_fhRS9SM6X0xtIoE6iA
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities?fbclid=IwY2xjawSzOEtleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeYenZZcaG13z25nPn94Dv2tl-daatvX8z3VoylKUFVNhXCj2zbFUyWYVbquU_aem_Umb_fhRS9SM6X0xtIoE6iA


 

During Carers Week 2026 I was proud to recognise the incredible contribution of 

unpaid carers across Tynemouth. 

Caring can be demanding and often goes unseen, but it makes an enormous difference 

to families and communities every day. 

We must continue working together to build communities where carers are 

recognised, supported and never left to cope alone. 

Thank you to every carer for all that you do. 

Solar Panels for St Thomas More 

 

Its great news that Great British Energy have installed new solar panels at St Thomas 

More School. This installation is part of Great British Energy Solar – one of GBE’s 

first major schemes, in partnership with the Department for Education and the 

Department for Health and Social Care. 



This scheme will invest up to £255 million to enable around 250 schools, around 260 

NHS sites and multiple military sites to increase their renewable energy generation 

and reduce their energy bills. 

As they continue installations between 2025 and 2026, it will deliver lifetime energy 

savings worth millions for the future. 

The solar panels at St Thomas More will have an immediate impact – its estimated it 

will save the school £150,000 over the lifetime of the panels enabling Riverside to 

reinvest directly back into their school. 
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