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Welcome to the latest edition of my Community News.  

In this edition of my Community News, you will find details of recent events I have 

attended as well as details of the work of local and national organisations I am 

supportive of. 

You can also find useful information on my website 

at www.alancampbellmp.co.uk or on Facebook at; 

https://www.facebook.com/AlanCampbellForTynemouth/?eid=ARCt_uybFykBHP9Z

e74JblWM5zGUiDhFgl8FizrUZK7Zmr1vijlCM68TFl_cGhOnsm_TvNnVuiYMhiLm 

I continue to write my fortnightly column for the News Guardian, you can access 

these on my website at News Guardian Articles - Alan Campbell MP for Tynemouth 

Best wishes 

Alan Campbell MP 

Tynemouth 

 

  

http://www.alancampbellmp.co.uk/
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https://www.alancampbellmp.co.uk/category/articles/


North Shields 800 finale 

 

There was a fantastic turnout for the illuminated parade which marked the end of the North 

Shields 800 celebrations. 

It has been an honour to chair the committee planning the celebrations and the closing parade 

is a good time to reflect on what this year has meant for our town.  

Eight centuries of history is no small achievement and together we’ve honoured that legacy 

in what we hope has been a creative and inclusive way – importantly - driven by the local 

community. From exhibitions and performances to walking mural trails and community art, 

these events have shown the strength, diversity, and spirit that make North Shields so special. 

 

I want to thank everyone who played a part—our local groups, volunteers, businesses, and of 

course, the National Lottery Heritage Fund and generous donors who made these projects 

possible. These efforts have not only celebrated our past but have helped shape a bright 

future for North Shields. 

This anniversary was more than a milestone; it was a reminder of what we can achieve when 

we come together as a community. Let’s carry that energy forward into the years ahead.  

 



Thank you to all who made the North Shields 800 a true reflection of our proud and vibrant 

town. 

Here’s to the next chapter in our story. 

A big thanks to Sira Studios who filmed and produced an amazing video of the evening which 

you can watch below. A big thank you also to I Love North Shields for their work promoting 

the town. 

https://sirastudio.co.uk 

https://ilovenorthshields.com 

Click here for the NS800 Parade Video 

North Tyneside Disability Forum  

Christmas Party  

 

 

https://sirastudio.co.uk/
https://ilovenorthshields.com/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/rVAsCAN35C9ROzgAUGfnFGIroA?domain=youtu.be


 

I was delighted to open the North Tyneside Disability Forum Christmas Party last Friday.   

I joined Elected Mayor Karen Clark and Emma Foody MP for Cramlington and Killingworth 

at a fun event which included dancing, carol singing and special guest appearances from 

Santa, Pudsey and a snowman.  

Thanks to Sue Adams and everyone involved for all their efforts this year.   

They really do make a difference.  

Click here to watch a video of Alan opening the event. 

Remembrance Sunday and 

the Poppy Appeal 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/841745381806539


 

As Leader of the House of Commons I was honoured to attend Remembrance Sunday at the 

Cenotaph in London at what was a truly moving service.  

I was pleased to hear from Whitley Bay, North Shields & District Royal British Legion that 

thanks to the generosity of our local community, the branch total for this year's Poppy Appeal 

is an incredible £87,399. 

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously and of course massive thanks to all the 

volunteers who give their time so freely. 

Education Review Update 



 

I am pleased that North Tyneside Council has listened to the views put forward by parents 

and schools as part of their recent consultation on local education. 

NTC have paused the consultation to look at making Monkseaton Middle a Year 5 to Year 11 

through school with Additional Resource Provision and an expanded SEND offer. 

That was the option I discussed with the Head and Governors at the school which is already 

the school of choice for many parents whose children have additional needs. 

In terms of the decision to explore the academisation of Langley, again I pay tribute to the 

work of the local community in advocating for their school. 

I am pleased that the council has listened to parents, pupils, staff, local councillors and 

stakeholders and has given further time to explore these options. 

Metro CCTV Improvement 



 

I have welcomed the announcement that several Metro stations across North Tyneside are 

benefitting from new CCTV upgrades, as part of a wider regional investment in passenger 

safety and crime prevention. 

Following ongoing discussions Nexus is installing 40 new digital CCTV cameras across the 

Tyne and Wear Metro system, including at Hadrian Road, Meadow Well, Shiremoor, and 

Howdon. Further installations are planned for Cullercoats and Monkseaton. 

These cameras offer significantly improved image quality, wider coverage, and enhanced 

software to support police investigations and deter anti-social behaviour. 

Visit to Nationwide 



 

I recently visited Nationwide in Whitley Bay to cut the ribbon following their refurbishment. 

It was also a good opportunity to celebrate Nationwide’s Branch Promise – to keep all their 

branches open until at least the start of 2030. 

Thanks to Christopher the branch manager for taking the time to show me round. 

Remembering the past  
 

 



Thanks to Conrad Milne for meeting with me at North Shields Library to view his artworks 

which were initially displayed at 3 Tanners Bank. 

The exhibition consisted of 7 large scale panels, created for the North Shields Culture Quarter 

to mark the 800th anniversary of North Shields.   

Shop Front Improvement Scheme for Whitley Bay 

I am encouraging local businesses to apply for the Whitley Bay Shop Front Improvement 

Scheme. 

Local businesses can apply for grants of up to £2,500 to improve the external appearance of 

their premises - from new signage to refreshed paintwork and accessibility upgrades. 

The scheme is open to retail units with public-facing entrances in Whitley Bay town centre. 

Projects must be completed and claimed within 10 weeks of approval, and no later than 31 

March 2025. 

Further details and application guidance are available 

at: www.northtyneside.gov.uk/business-support 

More Breakfast Clubs for 2026  

The government is rolling out free breakfast clubs for half a million more children next year 

and 6 schools in our area are eligible to apply. 

For children, free breakfast clubs boost wellbeing, attainment, attendance, behaviour and for 

parents they represent a £450 per year saving and 95 hours of precious free time back in the 

mornings. 

 Thanks to Wayne at Cedarwood 

 

I want to put on record my thanks to Wayne Dobson who has stepped down as Chief 

Executive of the Cedarwood Trust after more than 5 years in charge.   

http://www.northtyneside.gov.uk/business-support


Wayne led Cedarwood through some very tough and challenging times but has made a 

massive difference to the centre and to the lives of people in the local community.  

I want to wish Wayne all the best as he takes on his next challenge. 

Port of Tyne Meeting 

 

I had a quick catch up with Matt Beeton from Port of Tyne to hear about progress being made 

by with plans to relocate cables under the Tyne to allow for expanded use of Port of Tyne 

land. 

I was glad to hear plans are progressing at pace and there should be some exciting new 

developments in the new year. 

Tick the Box campaign  



 

I am supporting the Fostering Network’s Tick the Box campaign which encourages people 

with care experience to ‘tick the box’ on their UCAS application to say they have spent time 

in care, so they can get the support they may need, to help them enter and thrive at college or 

university.      

From 2008 – 2022, the number of people ticking the box more than doubled, however there is 

still a long way to go. In 2021/22 more than 6,000 care leavers might have been unknown to 

their universities in the UK, missing out on the support they are entitled to – like financial 

assistance, year-round accommodation and help with their health and wellbeing.  

To find out more click here 

Age UK Meeting 

I joined Emma Foody, MP for Cramlington and Killingworth at a meeting with the Chief 

Executive of Age UK North Tyneside Dawn McNally. 

It was a useful opportunity to catch up with Age UK’s recent campaign and discuss how best 

we can work together to support local older people.  

31 years of the National Lottery 



 

 

As we mark 31 years since the creation of the National Lottery, I want to thank the lottery 

and its players on behalf of organisations in Tynemouth constituency who have benefited 

with £67.6 million being awarded to local groups since 1994.  

Meeting with Police Federation  

I recently met with the Chair of Northumbria Police Federation Nick Munelly. 

Northumbria Police Federation is the statutory organisation representing Northumbria 

Police’s Constables, Sergeants and Inspecting ranks. 

We had a useful catch-up about local concerns and discussed their national campaign on  

police pay and pensions.  

Carer's Rights Day  



 

I was proud to support Carers Rights Day as across the UK, 5.8 million people provide 

unpaid care to disabled, older or seriously ill family members and friends. 

Too many don't recognise themselves as carers and are unaware of the rights and support they 

are entitled to. Every day, 12,000 people become unpaid carers, often overnight, with 

significant impacts on their wellbeing, education, employment and finances. 

To find out more about carers rights please visit: Carers Rights Day | Carers UK 

Northern Power Grid  

 

I am encouraging constituents who may need extra help to sign up for Northern Power Grid’s 

free Priority Services Membership which ensures they know what  

extra support customers might need before, during and after a power cut - or example, for 

those who rely on electricity for medical reasons, have mobility challenges, care for young 

children or have other additional needs.  

You sign up for free at Priority Services Membership here or by calling 0800 169 2996 

Flu Vaccinations 

https://www.carersuk.org/news-and-campaigns/our-campaigns/carers-rights-day/
https://www.northernpowergrid.com/supporting-customers/priority-services


 

It's still not too late to get your flu vaccination to keep you and those around you safe during 

the festive season. 

If you're over 65, pregnant, in a clinical at-risk group, a carer, a health and social care worker, 

have a learning disability or live with someone who is immunosuppressed, flu vaccinations 

are available at your GP or local pharmacy. 

Useful Numbers  

In case of emergencies please see useful information below: 

For medical help including mental health crisis and urgent dental - 111 

Police emergency - 999 

Less urgent calls to the Police - 101 

Crimestoppers - 0808 555 111 

North Tyneside General Hospital, Rake Lane - 0844 811 8111 

Northumbria Water Emergency - 0345 717 1100 

Gas (including leaks) - 0800 111 999 

Northern Power Grid - 0800 668 877 

Water Leak - 0800 393 084 

North Tyneside Council Gateway Team – 0191 643 2777 



North Tyneside Council Emergency Response - 0330 333 7475 

North Tyneside Council (Deaf/Hearing Impaired People) - Text 07786 202838 

Samaritans (24 hours a day, 365 days a year) – 116 123 

Pharmacy information (including opening hours) - Find a pharmacy - NHS 

What to do in severe weather 

Staying healthy over winter 

 

 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/guides/severe-weather-advice
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/seasonal-health/keep-warm-keep-well/

